On turning to the preface of our author, for the purpose of ascertaining whether he had any especial object in the present publication, we were surprised to find that he purposed to lill up a void in the surgical literature of his country;?France not possessing, as do England and Germany, even one systematic treatise on the injuries of bones. We were certainly startled by this announcement; but, on consideration, we could not gainsay it. This branch of surgery has, indeed, received contributions, and not unimportant ones, from the pens of many French authors, both in the form of monographs, and in their comprehensive systems of surgery; but we are unacquainted with any work in the French language, of compass equal to the present, which is exclusively devoted to the consideration of fractures and dislocations.
M. Malgaigne by no means professes to limit himself to the product of his own observation and experience, in the compilation of the present work. On the contrary, it is destined to present to the reader an historical assemblage of "doctrines and ideas," on the subject of which it treats, from the earliest period to the present day; and the Museums of the Hospitals, Yal In fine, we feel that we can with pleasure and satisfaction recommend the volume before us as a safe guide to the surgical student and young practitioner ; at the same time that it merits to be classed with those systematic and practical works, which enable us to form a just estimate of the existing state of those branches of operative medicine which they profess to discuss.
